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was precisely that on which British and French were publicly pledged
to act together, and on which a rebuff to France was almost in the
same measure a rebuff to Britain. But the British people were
altogether unprepared for any war-like development. The diplo-
matic duel between French and Germans had, in its most serious aspects,
been behind the scenes; the German attempt to seduce Russia was
not known till long after, and in England all thoughts were con-
centrated on the fiscal question and the coming general election.
The Germans professed to have evidence that England had made an
offer to France to enter into an offensive and defensive alliance with
her against Germany, and it was even said that in the event of war
she was prepared to land an expedition in Schleswig-Holstein. Apart
from the specific denial given by Lansdowne to this story both to the
German Ambassador and in an official communication to the German
Government, no one who was acquainted with British opinion or
with the thoughts and apprehensions of British Ministers could have
given it a moment's credence. l
The farthest point to which Lansdowne went in these months was
to intimate to Delcasse that the British Government would be prepared
to join the French in offering strong opposition to any demand by
Germany for a port in Morocco. In all else his attitude was that
the two Governments " should treat one another with the most
absolute confidence," that they should " keep one another fully
informed of everything that came to their knowledge, and so far
as possible discuss any contingencies by which we might in the course
of events find ourselves confronted." He was not consulted by the
French about the German demand for the dismissal of Delcasse, and
was only a disgruntled spectator of that event. " The fall of Delcasse
is disgusting and has sent the Entente down any number of points
in the market," he wrote to a friend, but he did nothing and was
not asked to do anything. Nevertheless the possibility of a war in
which England would be involved, if not as the friend of France at
least as die guarantor of Belgian neutrality, had at least to be considered,
and Lansdowne permitted plans for military and naval co-operation
to be discussed by the competent authorities in the two countries.
1 For the evidence on this subject see G, Gooch's " Before the War," Vol. I,
p. 58.
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